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BRANCH PRESIDENT’S OVERVIEWS

The 1996/97 Season has been extremely successful. It is my pleasure to present to you
this Annual Report and Financial Statement. It is a record of the activities which continue
to reflect Surf Life Saving Sydney’s commitment to providing a safe community service
to those using our beaches in the three local Council areas and the Royal National Park.

Some of our highlights are:

o 2,373 Rescues, an increase of 6%

o 1,072 Awards, an increase of 8%

o 6456 Membership, an increase of 4%

o 305 Rescues at North Cronulla, Christmas Day

Congratulations to all who have contributed to the above Award and Membership
increases and, especially the members who patrol each weekend. We thank you for your
dedication.

To the Board of Life Saving, your efforts are appreciated for Exams, Proficiencies, Carnivals
and special events. Your professionalism and dedication is without doubt strong to the
Clubs and Competitors. We respect the amount of time each Board Member contributes.

Competition is a major part of the Branch. This year we were successful in the Interbranch
and | thank Manager, Bob Johnson and Coach, Stuart Dutton for a job well done. Our
Clubs and members continued to show high calibre at the State, Australian and Branch
Championships. Our appreciation to South Maroubra who undertook the Branch
Championships. To President Jack Shaw, congratulations on a successful Carnival.

To our sponsors, Coca-Cola, we thank you for your continuing sponsorship. To our many
other supporters, your continued funding is appreciated. To the Australian, State and
Local Governments, we express our appreciation for your strong financial support towards
Surf Life Saving.

To the various Councils and The Royal National Park, | would like to thank you for your
input, co-operation and support of our Clubs.

To the Branch Clubs and members, my personal thanks. We set goals at the
commencement of the Season with most being achieved. We continue in harmony and,
being united, this forms the hub of a great organisation and we have that in Sydney
Branch.

To my fellow Executive Officers, thank you for your support and professionalism throughout
the Season. To Ken English, Deputy President and Sue Morris, Financial Director, your
continued support is appreciated.

My most sincere appreciation must be expressed to Liz Louie, our Office Manager. With

the reduction in staff and no Administration Director, Liz has had to undertake extra
duties, without additional reward and | thank her for her loyalty and dedication to all in
Sydney Branch.

Finally, | congratulate all on a successful and outstanding contribution to the safety of
our beaches and the welfare of those who use them.

Peter M. Pearce
President
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BRANCH SPONSORS

Surf Life Saving Sydney Branch Inc is proud to acknowledge our sponsors’
contribution, both financially and materially, to our objects.

Without sponsorship, corporate, governmental and individual, our task of
providing a viable Life Saving service to the community of Sydney would be
difficult.

It is appropriate, that here in our Annual Report, the major public document
of the Branch, we recognise and thank our individual sponsors for their
support. Support that is given without restriction or interference with our
objectives and achievements.

MAJOR SPONSOR
Coca-Cola Amatil (NSW) Pty Ltd

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS
Australian Government
Adventure Quest Paint Ball Skirmish Pty Ltd
Bounty Cruises
Carlton United Breweries
Club Keno
Citizen Watches Australia Pty Ltd
Champagne Bollinger
Duncan Dovico & Company
Excelsior Publishing Co
Huxdale Printing Company
ICI
Local Governments
Maroubra Seals Sports & Community Club
New South Wales Government
NSW Cricket Association
Price Henry Hospital
Sydney Coca-Cola Kings
The Royal National Park
Taronga Zoo
Yarra Bay 16’ Sailing Club
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SURF LIFE SAVING SYDNEY BRANCH
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
SEASON 1996/97

PATRON
Alf Loton

VICE PATRONS
Premier of New South Wales
M.H.R.A.E.S. of Branch Seaside areas
M.L.A.A.E.S. of Branch Seaside areas

The Honourable Leader of the State Parliamentary Opposition

The Lord Mayor of Sydney

Director, National Parks and Wildlife Service

Mayor, Sutherland Shire Council
Mayor, Randwick City Council
Mayor, Botany Municipal Council
Mayor, Waverley Municipal Council
Mayor, Woollahra Municipal Council

President, Surf Life Saving New South Wales

President, lllawarra Branch
President, Sydney Northern Beaches

Michael Beesley, Coca Cola (Amatil Australia)

President, The Aquatic Club
President, Maroubra Seals Club
President Yarra Bay 16’ Sailing Club
Administrator, Prince Henry Hospital
Tracey Amos, Daihatsu
PRESIDENT
Peter Pearce
DEPUTY PRESIDENT
Ken English
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
John De Cean
(resigned December, 1996)
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
Sue Morris
MEDIA DIRECTOR
Robert Barnes
DELEGATES TO N.S.W. STATE CENTRE
Peter Pearce and Ken English
DIRECTOR OF LIFESAVING
Peter Davis
DIRECTOR OF EXAMINATION
Dianne Lovell
DIRECTOR OF COMPETITION
Dick Bignold
IRB SUPERVISOR
Michelle Phillips
NEW MEMBERS CO-ORDINATOR
Peter Agnew
EMERGENCY SERVICES CO-ORDINATOR
Brad Taylor
HONORARY DISTRICT SUPERVISORS
Royal National Parks — Margaret Pearce
Cronulla Sutherland Districts — Roanna Harris
Randwick District — Errol Goldberg
Waverley District — Peter Agnew
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ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERVISORS
Royal National Park - Craig Williams
Cronulla Sutherland District —
Randwick District — Patrick O’Neill
Waverley District — Suzanne Young
BRANCH GEAR STEWARD
Bill Singleton
POINTS RECORDERS
Ann Ainsworth, Bill Marshall, Albert Moseley,
Stephen Strange
BRANCH TEAM MANAGER
Robert Johnson
BRANCH TEAM COACH
Stuart Dutton
HONORARY LEGAL OFFICERS
Garry Beath, Terry Jenkins, Michael Roper, Peter Terrett
HONORARY AUDITOR
Warren Duncan (Duncan Dovico & Company)
BOARD OF JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
John De Cean (Chairman), Robyn Knox (Secretary),
David Mullinger (Superintendent), Graham Giles (Treasurer),
Cheryl Giles (Registrar)
LIFE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
William Gray, William Marshall OAM, Albert Moseley OAM,
Rex Sargeant, Maurice (Bill) Singleton
MERITORIOUS AWARDS COMMITTEE
William Gray, Albert Moseley OAM, Maurice (Bill) Singleton,
Neil Miller, John Restuccia, Geoff Martin, Ken English
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
William Marshall OAM, Maurice (Bill) Singleton,
Stephen Strange
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Peter Davis, Warren Boss, John Brown
RESUSCITATION, RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
INSTRUCTION AND MEDICAL PANEL
Keith Grima, Peter Quartly, Ernie Stephens, Peter Murphy,
Frank Osborne, Matthew Scott, Suzanne Young
JUDICIARY PANEL
William Gray, Maurice (Bill) Singleton, Albert Moseley OAM,
Frank Osborne, Rex Sargeant, Peter Agnew, John Restuccia
MANUAL REVISION COMMITTEE
Peter Murphy, Peter Quartly, Frank Osborne
SELECTION COMMITTEE
Les Hardy, John Restuccia, Stuart Dutton, Dave Cotter
GEAR INSPECTION COMMITTEE
Albert Moseley OAM, Frank Ridley, Peter Agnew, Ursula Say,
Don Workman, Ted Cahill, Arthur White, Brad Taylor,
Tony Smith, Luke MacDougall, Suzanne Young, Peter Burst,
Jason Vela, Frank Osborne, Bob Cain, Michelle Phillips,
Brad McDonough
OFFICE STAFF
Liz Louie - Office Manager
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SYDNEY BRANCH SENIOR MEMBERSHIP 1996-97

Active

Active

Award

Award

Total

Active  Active Reserve Reserve Cadet Cadet Member Member Total Other Other Senior Value of Value of

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Active Male Female Club Equipment Premises

Bondi 94 33 2T 2 1% 14 2 1 190 468 32 690 $119,000 n/a
Bronte 74 17 14 3 i 3 - - 128 244 6 378 $58,000 $620,000
Burning Palms 40 9 2 = - = 2 - 53 135 34 222 $39,600 $250,553
Clovelly 30 18 12 3 1) 6 183 50 313 130 23 466 $28,000 $2,000,000
Coogee 122 42 14 1 28 13 & 215 404 38 652 $66,400 $278,160
Cronulla 85 30 7 3 45 39 - - 219 374 ST 650 $90,000 $1,450,000
Elouera 130 43 ) = 22 31 2 - 237 107 10 354 $38,700 $800,000
Era 32 13 7 - 1 - 2 8 63 102 653 218 $45,000 $42,500
Garie 26 1 3 - 1 = &) 9 45 g% 12 154 $26,390 n/a
Maroubra 104 17 22 - 19 6 2 1 171 320 4 495 $38,000 $148,000
North Bondi 180 45 18 2 20 i & 3 279 396 99 730 Unknown $1,000,000
North Cronulla 97 34 23 2 20 4 3 - 183 217 a1 431 $40,000 n/a
South Maroubra 84 26 @i 2 13 12 2 2 168 95 4 267 $100,000 $750,000
Tamarama 55 6 # - 2 1 = - 71 138 7 216 $50,000 $1,000,000
Wanda 173 37 3 - 28 44 9 7 301 141 19 461 $75,500 $1,000,000
ORB 2 20 5 = - - - - 25 8 2 35 $30,000 n/a
ORB 3 21 3 = - - - - - 24 6 i 37 $150,000 $100,000
TOTAL 96-97 1,367 379 205 18 239 184 212 812,685 3,382 389 6,456 $994,590 $9,439,213
TOTAL 95-96 1,322 415 207 16 292 134 26 31 2,442 . 3,329 372 6,176 $1,093,894 $9,134,378
TOTAL 94-95 1,293 374 181 10 265 136 419 102 2,780 2,991 343 6,114 $817,040 $9,563,053
TOTAL 93-94 1,481 345 184 6 240 182 13 34 2,485 3,452 354 6,291 $1,134,500 $14,937,500

SYDNEY BRANCH RESCUES 1996-97

First First Total

Without Rescue Rescue Rescue Surf Total Prevent Resus Marine Aid Aid First

Gear Reel Tube Board Ski Boat IRB ORB Rescues Actions Given Stings Minor Major Aid

Bondi 45 - 30 22b 61 - 148 - 509" /19,597 4 552 68 3 623
Bronte 29 - 25 36 - = 6 - 96 2,300 - = 53 - 53
Burning Palms - - 3 1 2 - 3 - 9 10 - 3 2 1 6
Clovelly = = 3 12 = = 8 - 23 47 - 190 86 n 276
Coogee 23 = 43 10 - - 6 - 82 159 = 235 46 if 292
Cronulla 36 b= 8 42 - - 36 = 122 225 - 134 115 i 260
Elouera 40 - 14 10 - - 50 - 114 320 - 30 10 4 44
Era i = 4 5 - - 4 = 20 67 - 9 7 3 19
Garie 16 - 30 4 - - 5 = 55 488 - 92 18 = 110
Maroubra 24 e 5] 28 - - o9 - 16 2,828 % n/a n/a n/a n/a
North Bondi 47 = 29 39 ~ - 59 - 174 1,906 - 258 110 2 370
North Cronulla 118 - 182 216 - = 373 ~ 839 8,215 - 27 35 3 65
South Maroubra 13 - - 44 - - 14 - RloE 240 1 243 3 3 249
Tamarama 14 - 12 45 - - 4 - 75 1,004 - 5 146 = 146
Wanda 8 - 3 3 - - 7 - 2l 639 - 160 2 1 163
ORB 2 - - - - - - 36 36 62 = s - - 27
ORB 3 - - - - - - - s 11 13 1 = = = 6
TOTAL 96-97 420 - 341 720 63 - 782 47 2,373 28,820 <. 1,938 701 42 2,709
TOTAL 95-96 382 1 293 875 8 1 674 - 2,234 19,993 4 977 339 o1 R (RS
TOTAL 94-95 314 - 286 812 7 3 962 <1 2,884 12(701 1552316 373 ol
TOTAL 93-94 302 = 265 733 1 - 546 49 1,896 6,709 10 4,297 592, 43 4,932
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1996-97 AWARDS

Qi@ Q w8 e e R B R O3 0 S iR
2 8 § B g'e 808 BUELE 2" BB G R UEEER AEiE S
Bondi 6 =427 - = 10 - - =i bl - - - - - = 8 & 1 - - - = - 64
Bronte i St TR - AN T - - - = - e - - & - % = = = - 41
Blrning!Ralms. ;152 S aiE TR Salie s, F = i S e Al M e L R N i A S ok
Clovelly 4 ] - - e | - - - - - - - - 1 ;| 1 - - - - - 28
Coogee 245 B89 - Sl G L | - - - - - 2852 ~ =20 7 =Rt - 163
Cronulla 27 e =ifnBBL 5 Tl A 1608 pin AT P i ) - - - 3 e - =, -'8 - - - - 124
Elouera 338 =142 .2 SrAECY IR o | 1 - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 118
Era 1 S - - - - - - - - - - - - = = = = = - = - e 2
Garie = b ol D | S ST = = 4 = - 1 1 - - 1 £ - - - - - - - 24
Maroubra 14 =312 - - PR B T - <y - = - - . sty - - - - - By
North Bondi 16 =~ (8 h - =11 2 N AT - 1 - = -~ = & = = = = = = 128
Nth. Cronulla ' 82 1 28+, 2 - D o) i s 3 - - - - o = = 5 5 "0 e - - = 100
Sth. Maroubra 7 - 31 A Bt R e Th N Py P Tt SR e 810 1 5 a0 1 LR RS L e = L=l 87
Tamarama - -4 - - oAt o] - - - - - - - = = - = - = - - - - 10
Wanda 355¢ a DU RANI2ENES 2 AT i3 AN | i 1 - - = = - = 3B ATl | - 151
TOTAL 96/97 217 7 448 41 6748 115, 516 1 2 ] 9" 5 6112 1 - -85 =4 & VS AT 1 1 1 - 1,072
TOTAL'95/96 220" /16 448 a0 s aevBLigdis. " B L S #5409 2= iy SVED, 4 2 o il S OSll =i N A2 2 M2 V3 990
TOTAL 94795 245 . 5 39046 .12..67 157.20 -2 19 . 1 2512w 13 RN RS NG ES =29 1 Al 1,163
TOTAL 93/94 182 14 467 39 4 79193 9 LR R B M 7 T R RS | S = SRt L - - - - 1,096

SYDNEY BRANCH JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 1996-97

7 Year 7Year 8 Year 8 Year 9 Year 9Year 10Year 10Year 11 Year 11 Year 12 Year 12 Year 13 Year 13Year TOTAL  TOTAL TOTAL
Male Female  Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Members
Bondi 10 4 12 3 7 1 6 6 12 2 3 3 3 7 53 26 79
Bronte 32 17 20 20 10 20 16 12 13 9 2 9 7 16 100 102 202
Clovelly 22 3 5 4 9 § 4 7 0 3 6 4 4 4 50 32 82
Coogee 25 17 19 8 22 9 14 13 11 2 10 11 8 12 109 1.2 518
Cronulla 44 40 47 43 33 37 32 33 33 26 20 21 a8 18 232 215¢ 447
Elouera 23 18 26 16 34 17 22 28 32 18 18 14 20 17 175 128, . 803
Garie 11 7 9 2 3 2 6 2 4 2 1 2 0 1 34 18 52
Maroubra 9 2 $ 3 6 3 9 3 10 3 1 5 8 ¥ 48 20 68
North Bondi 19 12 21 5 18 13 26 5 26 19 24 10 10 5 144 197, 223
Nth Cronulla 47 24 26 4d] 30 31 27 16 23 24 29 21 10 13 192 154 346
Sth Maroubra 20 12 18 15 13 8 19 9 13 11 8 4 1 3 92 62 154
Tamarama 7 3 4 - 1 1 2 1 4 1 2 0 7 4 27 Hi2 39
Wanda 29 il 24 12 26 1K3) 22 13 20 20 19 31 19 17 159 119 4278

TOTAL 96-97 G275 A8 260 T HIBUN 288 T 8 2 2 A6 221 160 162 166 139 181y 15744 11582782

SYDNEY BRANCH JUNIOR AWARDS 1997

7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 Year TOTAL
Bondi i 16 8 13 14 6 0 74
Bronte 38 34 30 22 20 12 24 177
Clovelly 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Coogee 16 19 16 7 7 15 16 11 100
Cronulla 80 T 62 52 49 35 25 380 i
Elouera 39 34 40 42 42 31 23 251
Garie 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 !
Maroubra 13 Vi 9 13 18 8 6 69 ‘
North Bondi 20 21 22 13 18 18 1 108
North Cronulla 59 40 54 36 39 45 25 298
South Maroubra 31 34 21 26 25 12 0 149
Tamarama 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wanda 30 27 29 30 38 33 23 210
TOTAL 96-97 343 306 291 254 273 211 138 1816
TOTAL 95-96 253 233 217 271 214 208 131 FS27
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P.V. Ainsworth (dec)

L K.C. Andrews (dec)

= C.l. Badham

i V.A. Besomo (dec)

H.J. Brown OAM

L.J. Buck

R.V. Buist (dec)

M.J. Burke (dec)

J.H. Cameron (dec)

A.W. Castleman MBE (dec)
G.R.M. Challis (dec)
W.A.T. Crain MBE (dec)
G.S. Cohen (dec)

Sir A. Curlewis CVO CBE (dec)
F.H. Dargan (dec)

R.P. Davison

J.W. Dempster (dec)

G. Delitt (dec)

B. Breadner
B. Bulmer

H.J. Brown OAM
J.C. Dewey

N.A. Dixon

T.D. Elliott

J.S. Fraser

H.J. Brown OAM
J.C. Dewey

N.A. Dixon

R.M. Howells OAM

WAVERLEY DISTRICT
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY

CAPTAIN

RANDWICK DISTRICT
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY

CAPTAIN

CRON/SUTH DISTRICT
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY

CAPTAIN

ROYAL NAT PARKS
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
CAPTAIN

SYDNEY BRANCH LIFE MEMBERS

J.C. Dewey

J.B. Dillon (dec)

N.A. Dixon

T.D. Elliott

K.E. English

W. Foerster (dec)
W.T. Gray

K.M. Grima

N. Hayton (dec)

J.N. Hodge (dec)
R.M. Howells OAM
G.H. Johnson (dec)
G.A. Lindsay (dec)
A.R. Loton

D.C. Lucas OBE (dec)
L.S. McDonald OAM
R.J. McKenna (dec)
J. McRorie (dec)

W. McNamara
A. Powell (dec)

W.T. Gray

R.M. Howells OAM
A.R. Loton

L.S. McDonald OAM

A.R. Loton

L.S. McDonald OAM
W.G. Marshall OAM
A. Moseley OAM

C. Mack (dec)

E.J. Marsden (dec)
W.G. Marshall OAM
T.W. Meagher OBE (dec)
K.F. Messenger

R. Michaelis (dec)

G. Millar (dec)

T.F. Moran (dec)
D.R.B. Moroney (dec)
A. Moseley OAM

A. Olson (dec)

C.F. Osborne

R.E. Pears

A.J. Purcell (dec)

R.J. Sargeant

M. Singleton

E.C. Sier (dec)

H.A. Small (dec)

E. Topper

W.G. Marshall OAM
A. Moseley OAM
C.F. Osborne

E.B. Stephens

W.A. Rennie OAM
P.R. Stapleton
E.B. Stephens

G.B. Staunton MBE
E.B. Stephens

S.R. Strange

J.R. Switzer

L. Turner (dec)

J.K. Vaughan OAM

J.B. Wardall

K.W. Watson MBE (dec)
G. Webb (dec)

C.W. Whitehead (dec)
S.J. Windon (dec)

G. Williams (dec)

V.J. Williams MBE (dec)
G.J. Wilson (dec)

W.J. Young (dec)

SYDNEY BRANCH BOARD OF JUNIOR ACTIVITIES - LIFE MEMBERS

K. Walker

SYDNEY BRANCH MEMBERS WHO ARE LIFE MEMBERS OF SURF LIFE SAVING NEW SOUTH WALES

R.J. Sargeant

G.B. Staunton MBE
J.R. Switzer

J.K. Vaughan OAM

SYDNEY BRANCH MEMBERS WHO ARE LIFE MEMBERS OF SURF LIFE SAVING AUSTRALIA

G.B. Staunton MBE
J.R. Switzer
J.K. Vaughan OAM

SYDNEY BRANCH - AFFILIATED CLUBS 1996/97

NORTH BONDI SLSC
Greg Bodkin

John De Cean

Peter Cleary

CLOVELLY SLSC
Terry Buck

Pat Thompson
Paul Smith

WANDA SLSC
Trevor Elliott
Marion Hopcroft
Sean McKirdy

GARIE SLSC
Alfred Taylor
Rita Taylor
David Dillon

BONDI SBLSC TAMARAMA SLSC BRONTE SLSC
Peter Murphy Dick Sheldon Ross Miles

Jean Van Dam Phil Hogan Tony Coates
Michael Jaeger Paul Cooper Doug Benson
COOGEE SLSC MAROUBRA SLSC SOUTH MAROUBRA SLSC
Rod Colman Gregory Battle Jack Shaw

Gary Daly Roger Habib Yvette Rutherford
Greg-Smart John Restuccia Paul Fownes
ELOUERA SLSC NORTH CRONULLA SLSC  CRONULLA SLSC
John Brown David Cotter John Bentley
Brian O’Sullivan Jeffrey Weston Bill Eady

Barry Gillroy John Robinson Kylie Shumack
ERA SLSC BURNING PALMS SLSC

Peter Howe Dave Faulkiner

Diana Garder Don Jacobs

Mark Wood Patrick Daley
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure | submit to you for your
consideration and adoption, the 48th Annual Report
covering our activities for the 1996/97 Season.

The Season under review has been much busier and
more challenging than in previous years. The
responsibility placed on our Active Lifesavers is greater
with the considerable increase in the public now using
our cleaner beaches. It is reassuring to see our members
tackling this added responsibility in their stride and, with
no compromise to the lifesaving services our Clubs
provide.

Sydney Branch patrols the coastline from Burning
Palms, in the south to North Bondi. Over 2,600 Active
Lifesavers voluntarily maintained patrols every weekend
and public holiday from October 5, 1996 till April 6, 1997.

Every one of these Lifesavers has completed and
passed a proficiency test, before being placed into a
rostered patrol. In these tests, our Lifesavers have to
demonstrate their fitness and abilities with resuscitation
and rescue techniques, using Rescue Boards, Rescue
Tubes and Inflatable Rescue Boats.

Surf Rescues undertaken by members of our Clubs this
year totalled 2,373, an increase of 6.2% on last year’s
total of 2,231. This increase no doubt is due to the
increasing popularity of our beaches and the reasonable
weather conditions which prevailed for most of the
Season.

Some interesting statistics from the NSW Beach Safety
Programme, which was a joint venture between Surf
Life Saving NSW and the University of Sydney Coastal
Studies Unit, indicate:

70.4% of rescues occur at low tide
89.3% happen with rips involved
78.4% of rescues occur in fine weather
82.3% occur outside flagged areas.

Total first aid cases treated increased by 97% to 2,709,
compared to last Season’s figure of 1,375. IRB Rescues
accounted for a third of all rescues performed - 33.95%,
to some extent justifying their large costs of purchase
and maintenance.

Reflecting on our training methods, rescues with Rescue
Boards were 30.34% and Rescue Tubes 14.37% of total
rescues. There were no rescues undertaken using Reel
Line and Belt or Surfboat this Season.

Our Board of Lifesaving have also worked extremely
hard this Season. They have been responsible for
maintaining, at a high level, our lifesaving and
examination standards. As well, the Board is responsible
for the conduct of open carnivals held by Clubs in the
Branch.

Included in this year’s activities of the Board was
conducting the annual proficiency tests for nearly 2,800
Active Lifesavers on 55 separate occasions, 106
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Lifesaving examinations with 1050 candidates
examined, along with the regular hours of instruction
for Club members and officiating at carnivals. A massive
task indeed for the 164 Active Members of the Board
and, a task that is greatly appreciated by all members
of the Branch.

Examinations conducted resulted in the grand total of
1,072 Lifesaving Awards being gained by members of
the fifteen Clubs in the Branch. This figure is only a slight
increase of 8.06% above the figure of 992 for the
previous Season.

Bronze Medallion Awards gained, the basic lifesaving
standard of our patrolling members, were 448, the same
number as last Season. Surf Life Saving Certificates,
mostly achieved by members under 16 years of age,
numbered 217, three less than last Season. Advanced
Resuscitation Certificates rose from 78 to 115. Inshore
Rescue Boat Drivers’ Certificates numbered 41, one
more than last Season.

The awards of Bronze Medallion and Surf Life Saving
Certificates, are those generally attained by new Active
Lifesavers. With a turnover of some 20.89% of Active
Membership this year, these two basic award figures,
when compared in the Membership Table, are a
reasonable indication of the strength of our Clubs.

Total membership figures for our Senior Clubs this
Season was 6,456, a small increase from 6176 last
Season. Value of Clubs’ rescue equipment fell 9.98%
to $994,590, from the previous Season’s value of
$1,093,894. The known value of Club premises was
$9,439,213, the majority of which are owned by the
various local government authorities.

Clubs in the Branch held six open carnivals during the
Season. The South Maroubra Club hosted the Branch
Championships. Winner of the Open Carnival pointscore
was Wanda and the winner of the handicapped
pointscore was Clovelly. As well as open carnivals, a
number of special events were also conducted by Clubs
and the Branch, including the Burning Palms River Run,
(Surfboat), Sydney Branch Lifesaving Premiership
(Lifesaving held at Wanda) and the Yarra Bay Sailing
Club John Vaughan Classic (Craft).

The Branch IRB Championships were held at North
Bondi and the winner of the pointscore conducted at
the Championships was Bondi. The Inter-District
Championships, for competition between the four
districts of the Branch, was held at North Cronulla and
resulted in the Cronulla-Sutherland Districts winning.

The Branch’s large offshore rescue craft, ORB2 from
the Cronulla Sutherland District and ORB3 from the
Randwick District continue to provide a beneficial back-
up to beach patrols. They are also frequently called to
provide assistance in rescues and searches by the
statutory rescue authorities.

Sydney Surf, the Branch Radio Room, continued to
service our Club’s emergency radio network under the




management of Natalie McKenna (Garie). Major
equipment installations have taken place which allow
greater flexibility in handling both routine and emergency
radio traffic. Manning the room was sometimes difficult
throughout the Season, however a small, dedicated
band were able to keep full-time operations going.

Consideration may need to be given by Clubs next
Season, to encourage additional operators, apart from
asking for them voluntarily.

The following table indicates the contribution by Clubs’
members to the operation of Sydney Surf:-

Club No. of Operators Members’ Hours
Bondi 3 134.8
Burning Palms 1 58.9
Elouera 3 170.8
Garie 4 208.2
Maroubra 4 (2515
North Bondi 6 142.30
South Maroubra 1 30.0
Wanda 1 95

The Branch’s 24 Hour Emergency call-out system,
overseen by Rescue Services Manager Brad Taylor
(Garie), which operates through the entire year,
complements the extensive emergency services
network the Branch controls. On many occasions its
use has been tested by both Surf and Police.

The system operates with all calls for emergency
assistance, outside of patrol hours, being answered
through a central emergency telephone number. The
appointed duty officers are relayed details of the call by
pager and are then able to contact the caller and arrange
the appropriate emergency assistance.

The Radio Room and Branch Office continue to operate
from a small cottage in the grounds of Prince Henry
Hospital. Our thanks are extended to the Hospital’s
Administrators for allowing our continued occupation.

Liz Louie continues as the Branch'’s Office Manager. Her
workload continues to increase however and moves are
in place to appoint a part time assistant to help during
our busy months. Liz’s efforts on our behalf are greatly
appreciated by all concerned.

The office operates from Monday to Friday. Because of
the amount of disruption to the normal office routine
when carnivals are held, the processing of entries,
producing the carnival draws and especially the
constant interruption with telephone enquiries from Club
members, the Executive have decided that no telephone
calls will be taken by the office before 11.00 am each
day.

Gear Inspection Report

The role of Gear Inspection is to ensure all Life Saving
Equipment was in safe and workable order for the
Season. Gear Inspection took place on 14th and 15th
September for all Sydney Branch Clubs and the Offshore

Boats inspection was held on the 21st September. The
Gear Panel all agree that, with the exception of two, all
Clubs in the Branch put a great deal of effort into the
preparation and presentation of their gear for this years
inspection.

The winner of the Gear Inspection for the 1996/97
Season was Garie with Era a very close second. It was
recommended that both Offshore Boats be
congratulated on their excellent effort.

The Zodiac IRB Trophy

The Zodiac IRB Trophy is based on the number of IRB
awards gained during the Season by Clubs, as a
percentage of their Active membership. This year the
Trophy was easily won by North Cronulla.

The Harry Brown IRB Trophy

The Harry Brown IRB Trophy recognises the Club with
outstanding performances with their IRB at Gear
Inspection, with Awards gained and with participation
in the Branch IRB Championships. This Season, the
Award is made to the North Cronulla Club.

Peter Pearce with Branch Lifesaver of the Year, Jason
Madsen of North Bondi Club

Sydney Branch Lifesaver of the Year

The Lifesaver of the Year competition attracted nine
nominations from six Clubs. The finalists were Dianne
Lovell of North Cronulla, Peter Cleary of North Bondi,
Greg Smart of Coogee, Jason Madsen of North Bondi
and Chris Giles of Cronulla. The winner was Jason
Madsen of North Bondi. The judging panel suggested
that next Season the Branch should hold this
competition prior to the Branch Championships. This
way the winner could be announced at our
Championships and it would also enable us to give
further weight to our nominees for the State Lifesaver
of the Year.

Sydney Branch Junior Lifesaver of the Year

The Sydney Branch Junior Lifesaver of the Year is
Kirsten Jenkins, from the Wanda Club. The runners-up
where Ashley Taylor of Coogee and Natalie Mountain
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from Cronulla. It was quite a task for the selection panel
to come up with the eventual winner. The other
nominees, Christopher Koppl, North Bondi, Rebecca
Irwin, Bronte, Karen Russell, South Maroubra, Troy
Winterbottom, Elouera and Kate Mansell, North
Cronulla, were all great ambassadors of their Clubs.

Branch Meetings

The Branch held monthly Management Meetings and
ten Council Meetings during the Season. Attendance
at Council meetings by the various officers and
delegates is indicated in the table following.

The Branch Management Committee comprises the
President, Deputy President, Director of Administration
Director of Finance and Director of Lifesaving and Board
of Junior Activities Chairperson. Also attending these
meeting from the Board of Control are the Rescue
Services Manager, Examination and Instruction
Manager, Competition and Coaching Manager and the
Board Secretary.

Branch Council Meetings, are attended by all Branch
Officers and Clubs, represented by their President and
one Delegate, or their proxies. It was disappointing to
see not all Clubs represented at all Branch Council
Meetings. At some meetings, neither were in
attendance.

Officers Position Attendance
Peter Pearce President 8
Ken English Deputy President I
Stephen Leahy Deputy President -

Development

(resigned part Season) 2

John De Cean Director of Administration

(resigned December) 2
Sue Morris Director of Finance 7
Peter Davis Director of Life Saving 3
Robert Barnes Media Director 5
Dianne Lovell Examination &

Instruction Manager 10
Dick Bignald Competition &

Coaching Manager 8
Brad Taylor Rescue Services Manager 9
John De Cean Youth Development 1
Club Representative Attendance
Bondi President Nil

Delegate 8
Bronte President 7

Delegate 73
Burning Palms President 3

Delegate 6
Clovelly President 4

Delegate 6
Coogee President 9

Delegate 10
Cronulla President 10

Delegate 10
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Club Representative Attendance
Elouera President i
Delegate 8
Era President 7
Delegate 7
Garie President 10
Delegate 10
Maroubra President 5
Delegate 5
North Bondi President 3
Delegate 9
North Cronulla President 8
Delegate 9
South Maroubra President 8
Delegate 3
Tamarama President 8
Delegate 4
Wanda President 9
Delegate 8

Association Honours

A number of Branch Members are to be congratulated
on personal achievements since the publication of the
last Annual Report.

SYDNEY BRANCH
(S)) SURF LIFE SAVING

CHAMPIGi+3::1PS

Ron Pears, Stephen Strange and Keith Grima, new Life
Members of the Branch

At the 1996 Branch Annual General Meeting, three
prominent members were elevated to Life Membership.

Keith Grima, past President, Captain and Life Member
of Maroubra SLSC. Keith joined the Association in 1971
and the Board of Control in 1976. He was Branch ARC
Co-Ordinator for 7 years.

Ronald Pears, past President and Life Member of
Elouera SLSC who joined the Association in 1967 and
the Board of Control in 1972. Ron was Branch Treasurer
1974-76 and is currently the Australian Championships
Administration Officer. He was awarded the WLS
Citation of Merit in 1990.

Stephen Strange, past Secretary and Life Member of
Burning Palms SLSC. Since joining the Association in
1976, he was Branch Secretary for eight years (1984-
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92), Board Secretary for four years (1979-83), Public
Officer 1986-97 and Branch Delegate 1985-92. Stephen
is currently Executive Adviser of SLSNSW, a position
he has held since 1995.

At the SLSNSW Council Meeting in May this year, Trevor
Elliott, currently President of Wanda SLSC was
conferred with Life Membership. Trevor joined the
Association in 1961 and was Branch Superintendent
for eleven years (1980-91) and Delegate to SLSNSW
1985-90. He was elevated to Branch Life Membership
in 1987 and awarded the WLS Citation of Merit in 1991.

At the same State Meeting, SLSNSW Life Membership
was also conferred on John Fraser, Long Service
Member of the Board of Control and retired State
President. John joined North Cronulla SLSC in 1958
and was accepted onto the Board during Season 1977-
78. During his career with the Club he occupied the
administrative offices of President (4 years) Deputy
President (1 year) Treasurer (5 years), before being
elevated to North Cronulla Life Membership in 1986.
John then went on to officiate at State Centre as
Treasurer (1986-92), Deputy President (1992-93) and
finally President (1993-97). He represented SLSNSW
on Australian Council during his term of Presidency.

The Branch acknowledges the conferring of SLSA Life
Membership on Dr lan Mackie AM, FRACP, who has
been a good friend of the Branch for many years. lan
was National Medical Officer for 15 years (1981-96) and
holds Life Membership of World Life Saving and
International Life Saving. He was appointed a Member
of the Order of Australia in the 1989 Queen’s Birthday
Honours.

The Branch also extends congratulations to those
Members of the Association who were conferred with
Civil Honours during the Season.

In particular, the Branch is delighted to record that long
serving Board Member Ron Howells received the Medal
of the Order of Australia in the 1997 Australia Day
Honours. Ron joined Era SLSC as a Foundation Member
in 1938 and in a distinguished career, holds Life
Membership at Club, Branch, State and National levels.
He was awarded the WLS Citation of Merit in 1993.

WGM

Branch Sponsors

Sydney Branch is proud to acknowledge the following
Sponsors’ contribution, both financially and materially
to our objects. Without sponsorship, corporate,
governmental and individuals, our task of providing a
viable Life Saving service to the community of Sydney
would, indeed, be very difficult.

It is appropriate, that here in our Annual Report, the
major public document of the Branch, we recognise and
thank our individual sponsors for their support. Support
that was given without restriction or interference with
our objectives and achievements.

Coca-Cola

We are appreciative of the strong support received from
Coca-Cola. They again provided the funds to purchase
lifesaving equipment and provide shelter to the patrols.
Coca-Cola also provided products for the Branch
Presentation Afternoon and Metropolitan Inshore
Rescue Boat Championships.

This year we renewed our sponsorship for a further four
years, this is of great assistance to Surf Lifesaving
Sydney.

For this support, we extend our sincere thanks to Adam
Wrublewski, Media/Special Events Co-Ordinator and
David Craig, NSW Media/Sponsorship Manager.

For the coming Season, Coca Cola will have a greater
presence on our beaches. Coca Cola will now appear
on all three patrol screens.

We look forward to our relationship with Coca Cola
(Amatil) and again their support is recognised by all
within Surf Lifesaving Sydney.

Maroubra Seals Sports & Community Club

In addition to their tremendous support of both
Maroubra and South Maroubra Clubs, the Maroubra
Seals Club kindly host all the Branch’s meetings,
including our Annual General Meeting. | would like to
thank the Directors of the Club for this very positive
support.

Prince Henry Hospital

Our sincere thanks are extended to the Administrator
and Staff at Prince Henry Hospital for allowing usto
use a small cottage in their grounds as the Branch Office.

Local Government

Mention, in this Report, must be made of the
tremendous help and support our Clubs receive from
their local councils. To the Waverley and Randwick
Municipalities and Sutherland Shire Council our special
thanks for your support to the Clubs in the Waverley,
Randwick and Cronulla-Sutherland Districts.

The Royal National Park

The Branch’s thanks are also extended to the Manager,
Peter Stevens of The Royal National Park, at Audley,
for the financial assistance given to the three Clubs
situated within the Park.

New South Wales Government

Through the Department of Sport, Recreation and
Racing, the NSW Government supports Surf Life Saving
through our immediate governing body, Surf Life Saving
New South Wales. Of the total grant of $664,000,
$40,000 was allocated to needy Clubs to purchase
patrol uniforms on a $ for $ basis and $24,000 was set
aside for Direct Assistance Grants for needy Clubs.
$114,000 was allocated to branches and of this amount,
$14,651 was received by the Branch and used for
Lifesaving projects and administration purposes.
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Australian Government

The Federal Government provides funds to help operate
Australian Council, through the Australian Sports
Commission. Projects undertaken by Australia Council
have a direct benefit for the Branch. Our thanks are
extended to the Australian Government for their support.

Excelsior Publishing Co

For the 15th year, Excelsior Publications have produced
the Branch’s Information Directory, an operational
manual for the Season’s activities and the Club
Captains’ Handbook. These booklets are distributed free
of charge to all Lifesavers in the Branch and are of
immense value.

Carnivals and Competition

During the Season, six open carnivals were conducted
by Clubs at Cronulla, North Cronulla, Wanda, Coogee,
Elouera and Bondi. The Branch Championships were
held at South Maroubra, the Branch IRB Championships
at North Bondi, the Interdistrict Championships at North
Cronulla and Lifesaving Premiership held at Wanda.

In addition to these carnivals, the Branch also
conducted a number of special events, including the
Yarra Bay Sailing Club John Vaughan Classic. A list,
such as this, together with appointments at State and
Australian Championships, demanded a considerable
commitment from our Carnival Officials and | would
place on record the Branch’s sincere thanks for their
efforts.

All of our carnivals were well attended by competitors
both from within and outside the Branch. To those who
came from other Branches, | would thank you for your
support and keen competition.

It was pleasing to have announced at the recent
SLSNSW Awards of Excellence that Belinda Gladstone
(Coogee) won the award for Junior Athelete of the Year
and Greg Allum (Wanda), Official of the Year.

Branch Championships

This event was hosted on behalf of the Branch by the
South Maroubra Club on February 15, and sponsored
by ICI. The winner of the Open Pointscore on the day
was Wanda with 72 points, second Elouera (70) and
third, North Cronulla (64). Results of the Championships
appear at the end of this Report.

Branch Patrol Championships and Champion
Lifesaver Competition

The Championships were conducted at Wanda on
January 18. Not all fifteen Clubs competed in this special
competition which is devised to demonstrate general
Lifesaving skills amongst our patrol members. Wanda
won the Championships, with North Bondi and North
Cronulla taking second and third places.

The Champion Lifesaver competition was won by Stuart
Dawes from Wanda and, in the Junior event, Chris Giles
of Cronulla took out first place.
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Both Championships are conducted so the ability of a
patrol and in the case of the Champion Lifesaver, an
individual’s ability to deal with a rescue situation is
judged on a pointscore basis. No distinct advantage is
gained by having a large number of members in the
patrol. Nor the fact a patrol may contain a large number
of specialist competitors is of any advantage. Our
smaller Clubs are not disadvantaged and are able to
compete on an equal basis with the larger Clubs of the
Branch.

Inflatable Rescue Boat Championships

The IRB Championships were held at North Bondi on
May 5. Small sea conditions and fair weather ensured a
friendly day with some fine driving skills by the
competitors being displayed to the many spectators.
Results of the Championships are recorded later in the
report. The winner of the David Chandler Memorial
Pointscore Trophy was Bondi with 48 points, with North
Cronulla (45) and Cronulla (34) second and third
respectively.

Interdistrict Championships

The carnival was held at North Cronulla on December
21, 1996. This year Development Squads were
introduced into the competition, whereby a second
district team could take part in the competition, but not
be included in the Championship pointscore.

The championships were not supported by all four
Districts, with only two competing. Cronulla-Sutherland
District were the winners. Some discussion will need to
be held and a decision made by Clubs whether the
competition should be held again next Season.

Sydney Branch Carnival Pointscores

In conjunction with open carnivals held within the
Branch, a pointscore for the competing Clubs is
conducted. The winner of the Open Pointscore this
Season was Wanda and the Handicapped Pointscore
was won by Clovelly.

Results of the pointscores were:—-

Club Handicapped Open
Bondi 59:5 a5
Bronte 6315 2h
Burning Palms 61.5 36
Clovelly 67 38
Coogee 50 73
Cronulla 66.5 78
Elouera 56 94
Era 59.5 19
Garie dnc dnc
Maroubra 64 64
North Bondi 66 79
North Cronulla 8615 88
South Maroubra 63.5 56
Tamarama 28.5 2219
Wanda 61 101




Yarra Bay Sailing Club Sydney Stillwater
Championships

Known as the John Vaughan Stillwater Classic, this craft
only event was held at Yarra Bay Sailing Club on
Saturday, March 15, with special guests John Vaughan,
Nick Dixon, Roy Ferguson, John Longbottom and other
Directors of Yarra Bay Sailing Club. Weather conditions
on the day were perfect and some 15 Clubs participated
in the various events.

Special mention must be made to the sponsors, Yarra
Bay Sailing Club, Carlton United Breweries and Club
Keno for their generous donation of prizes presented
to the winners and placegetters.

To all Officials thank you for a job well done. Special
thanks to Graham Bruce for his expertise in laying the
course, which was commented on favourably, by all
crews.

To my partner, Bill Singleton, this event would not have
gone ahead, but for your support and guidance given
in the organisation of the event — many thanks.

Bill Grey

NSW Inter-Branch Championships

The Championships are for competition between teams
from each of the eleven Branches in New South Wales.
Events contested are similar to the National Surf League
for competition between teams from the Australian
States. The competition was conducted at Cape Hawke
Club in the Lower North Coast Branch on January 19,
1997. Sydney Branch came first with 221 points in the
open pointscore with Newcastle Branch, second (212)
and Far North Coast Branch third (185.5). The winner
of the “Tom Meagher Trophy” for the handicapped
pointscore, was won by the Far North Coast Branch
(289.75), Newcastle Branch, second (230 ) and Sydney
Branch third (229).

The Team performed creditably throughout the
competition. The whole team are to be congratulated
on their fine efforts and sportsmanship.

North Cronulla Crew

Members of the team who competed were:— Vaughan
Meldrum, Angus Wilson, Peter Armstrong, Damian
Bullian, Steve Swane, Mark Featherstone (North
Cronulla), Daniel McLellan, Guy Telfer (Cronulla), Nathan

Steiner, Lisa Hardy (Elouera), Paul Tatham, Alison
Lintmeijer (North Bondi), Trent Knox (Maroubra), Belinda
Gladstone (Coogee). The Team Coach was Stuart
Dutton (Wanda) and Team Manager, Bobby Johnson
(Cronulla).

Under 18’s Inter Cities Championships

These Championships were held at Soldiers Beach on
December 8, 1996. The Championships are for
representatives teams from lllawarra, Sydney, Sydney
Northern Beaches, Central Coast and Newcastle
Branches. Central Coast Branch won the pointscore
with Sydney Branch gaining a creditable third place
behind Newcastle Branch in second place.

Members of the team were:-= Ben Johnson, Steve
McPherson, Shane Miller, David Simpson, Graham
Cachia, Danyel Murray, Todd Kirchner, Kelly Jury,
Shannon Warren (North Cronulla), Trent Knox
(Maroubra), Nathan McDonald, Matt Glenn, Nicole Cahill
(Wanda), Paul McLachlan, Dion Halpin (Cronulla), Jhi
Cornell, Davina Strauss (Elouera), Belinda Gladstone,
Shannon Habler (Coogee). The Team Coach was Stuart
Dutton (Wanda) and Team Manager, Bobby Johnson
(Cronulla).

Branch Team Manager’s Report

Thank you for this opportunity to report on the Branch
Teams. The Season to my mind was very successful
with the seniors wining the State Interbranch at Cape
Hawke and the Under 18’s, gaining a hard fought third
at Soldiers Beach in shocking conditions. They never
stopped trying all day.

It was my first time as Team Manager. To say | was
nervous, was an understatement.

Had | done everything that was expected of the
Manager? Once | got started | found that | had some
great people with years of experience. A few people
played a part in the success of the Teams, Stuart Dutton,
Team Coach, very astute in his judgement, Liz Louie,
nothing a trouble, her work load is to me pretty hectic.
Peter Pearce, kept me informed at all times, Ken English
guided me all the way, Dick Bignald, reads everything,
was always helpful in any way that he could, so as you
can see my job as Manager was not as hard as |
expected.

The Seniors were very professional, the way that we
went about picking a team and not have any weak links
is just fantastic, not a team of champions by a champion
team.

The Under 18’s, these young people did the Branch
very proud at Soldiers Beach, wet, cold rough seas and
wind. You can just imagine what it was like. Stuart and
myself thought they may move to another location, but
not to be and it went ahead. | cannot speak too highly
of these young people.

Both Teams’ behaviour was excellent at all times. | wish
to bring to attention a small matter of team apparel. |
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was told to please don’t go overboard with clothing as
this may embarrass the other branches who are small
and may not have funds to match us. Well, | can tell
you we were the one’s under-done, especially the Under
18 Team. Some other branches looked fantastic with
tracksuits, bags, caps, team flag and, good luck to them.
| just think it’s great, but let’s have a standard for
everyone. This is not a sign of keeping up with the
Jones’. Next year the Interbranch Championships are
at Byron Bay and it will be a real hard carnival, but |
know Sydney Branch can win. For, after all, we are the
No.1 Branch in Australia.

Also thanks to the Branch for the plaques for the Senior
Team, they loved them. Some parents rang and said
thank you.

Well members, that’s about it from me. Once again,
thank you for having faith in my ability as Team Manager.
And, always remember, if you can’t participate in sport,
be a sport.

Bobby Johnson
Team Manager.

Carlton & United Breweries NSW State
Championships

The Championships were held at Mollymook in the
South Coast Branch on March 20-23. The weather
conditions were good and some keen competitive
performances were exhibited. Sydney Clubs performed
well, and won the first and second places in the
Metropolitan Pointscore, Cronulla first with 88 points
and Elouera second, with 83 points.

Carlton & United Breweries Australian
Championships

The Australian Surf Life Saving Championships were
held at Kurrawa Beach, Queensland on April 17-20,
1997. The weather was good and competitors displayed
outstanding skills in their individual events.
Congratulations are extended to the Coogee Club
whose R & R Team won the Curlewis R & R Premiership
with a deduction of nil points. In the outright carnival
pointscore, Coogee was third with 62 points, Cronulla,
eighth (59) and Wanda, tenth (53.5). The winner was
Surfers Paradise (114).

Dawn Fraser at the Australian Championships
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International Teams Challenge

A competition between teams from Surf Life Saving
Australia, Royal Life Saving Australia, New Zealand Surf
and South Africa Surf was held during the Season. Two
events were held, one at Coogee Beach and the other
at Dee Why Beach. Results of the series saw Australian
Surf the winners with 228 points, South Africa, second
(180 points), New Zealand, third (177 points) and Royal
Life Saving, fourth (155 points).

Members of the team selected from the Branch were
Stacey Gartrell (Wanda), Kane Heussner (Maroubra),
Belinda Gladstone (Coogee), Alison Lintmeijer (North
Bondi). The Australian Team Manager was Phil Vanny
(South Maroubra).

World Life Saving Championships

The World Life Saving Championships were held at
Durban, South Africa this year. Australia once again
dominated both the international and interClub
competition. Australia won the pointscore with 224.5
points with New Zealand (211) and South Africa (209)
second and third respectively.

Congratulations to our Elouera Club on winning the
InterClub Pointscore.

NSW Representative Team Tour - USA, UK
and Europe

This team, selected from nominations received from
throughout New South Wales in April, will undertake a
competitive and educational tour of the United States
of America and the United Kingdom with stopovers in
Paris and Hong Kong. The tour will take place during
August this year, which coincides with the Northern
Hemisphere Summer.

The Branch Team to tour USA, UK and Europe

Members from the Branch selected in the team are
Stuart Braine (Cronulla), Tanian Goode (Cronulla), Guy
Telfer (Cronulla), Richard Garsney (Cronulla), Belinda
Gladstone (Coogee), Jackie Robinson (Clovelly) and
Kylie Shumack.

Richard Garsney has been selected Team Captain. The
Team Manager is Simon Moriarty (Sydney Northern
Beaches), Assistant Manager Geraldine Miller (South
Coast) and Team Coach, Tim Allen (Newcastle).
Congratulations and good luck for a successful tour.

Branch Presentation Afternoon
Held at South Maroubra Club on Saturday afternoon,
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July 12, more than 70 persons attended this function.
Apart from the important presentation of various awards
to our Clubs, the opportunity was also taken to introduce
the Branch Members selected to tour with SLSNSW to
the United States and the United Kingdom in August
this year.

Peter Pearce presentation to Roy Ferguson, President
of Yarra Bay 16’ Sailing Club

Throughout the Season, a number of competitions were
held in various categories to reward Clubs’ commitment
to Lifesaving endeavours and patrols. Presentations
were made to the following Clubs:—

Most number of Lifesaving Awards gained by Clubs in
each District

Royal National Park Clubs Burning Palms

Cronulla-Sutherland District Cronulla
Randwick District Coogee
Waverley District North Bondi

Radio Operator of the Year
Examiner of the Year
Competition Official of the Year

Brad McDonogh (Garie)
Peter Seeto (Clovelly)

William Gray (Elouera)

Board of Control Member of the Year
Bradley Taylor (Garie)

Lifesaver of the Year Jason Madsen (North Bondi)

Patrol Efficiency Competition District Winners
Royal National Park Clubs Garie

Cronulla Sutherland District Cronulla
Randwick District Coogee
Waverley District North Bondi
Patrol Efficiency Overall Branch Winner Wanda

100% Efficiency Participation in the Branch Radio
Room, Sydney Surf were awarded to:—

Brad McDonogh (Garie), Cheryl Horman (Elouera),
Natalie McKenna (Garie), Sue Morris (Bondi), Brian
Harris (Burning Palms), Gaelyn Watson (Bondi), Bill
Singleton (Elouera), Luke McDougall (Elouera), Peter
Fuller (North Bondi), Matt Scott (Garie), Errol Goldberg
(South Maroubra), Peter Cleary (North Bondi).

Branch Officer of the Year
Robert Barnes (North Cronulla), Branch Media Director

Branch Champion Club Garie and Wanda.

Media Director’s Report

Newspapers, radio and television form the backbone
of the community’s sources of knowledge. During the
summer of 1996/97, the Branch capitalised on these
sources, using an innovative and dedicated
communications strategy. All fifteen Branch Clubs
supported this strategy, some with vigour, reaping the
rewards of open communication to the community that
supports our services.

The communications strategy involved the Sydney Surf
Toll as the major communications tool for issuing notices
to metropolitan Sydney about the value of the volunteer
Surf Life Saver in our community. Every patrolling day
from October to April a Sydney Surf Toll media release
of statistics was issued to major media agencies who
publicised the efforts of Sydney volunteer Surf Life
Savers to huge audiences — audiences which on
occasion spanned the country and sometimes
internationally.

Equally as important, a system was devised to support
the dedication of our 24-hour emergency response
group, where up-to-the-minute details of emergencies
were detailed to the media in an effort to promote the
free services provided by dedicated volunteer rescuers.
On occasions, this proved to be very successful in
recognising the worth of our services against those who,
have in the past, received far more recognition than our
Surf Life Savers.

Surf Life Saving Sydney Branch received unprecedented
support for the Sydney Surf Toll during the year from
some easily identifiable contacts. Justly, those contacts
received recognition for their support of Surf Lifesaving
activities at the 1997 Surf Life Saving Australia National
Media Awards. The Branch offers its congratulations
and gratitude to the following journalists and media
agencies:
Simon Kent — The Sun Herald
Winner - Best Print Story (Lifesaving)
The Daily Telegraph
Certificate of Outstanding Achievement (two)
Heather Smith - SMH
Certificate of Outstanding Achievement
Doug Steward — The Daily Telegraph
Certificate of Outstanding Achievement
The Sun Herald
Certificate of Outstanding Achievement
Tim Clayton (photographer)
Certificate of Outstanding Achievement
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In congratulating the media who have supported Sydney
Surfs communication strategy, our own personnel who
supported the strategy should be thanked. All Sydney
Surf Radio operators and their Manager, Natalie
McKenna, played the key role in collecting and
communicating the statistics with a 98% success rate.
The Sydney Surf Emergency Response Group, duty
officers and co-ordinators provided much needed
technical support and information that formed the basis
for the reports issued to the media. Importantly, |
applaud Club Patrol Captains who vigilantly ensured
statistics were maintained, knowing they would get the
kudos for a good day’s work and volunteering.

Media relations and a communication strategy will
continue to be the key to effective promotion of
volunteer services and activities of Sydney Surf. Sydney
Surf is committed to supporting the efforts of the Media
Director to ensure all Sydneysiders, and in fact all Surf
Lifesavers, are aware of the dedication of commitment
of Sydney Branch’s volunteer Surf Lifesavers.

| have included in this report some examples of the
coverage we received during the summer as a reminder
of the valuable role the media play in communicating
the role of volunteer Surf Life Savers to the community.
| encourage all Surf Lifesaving Clubs and Members to
plan to harness the power of the media to promote
themselves in 1997/98.

Robert Barnes
Media Director

Director of Youth Development

Once again another successful Season was recorded
for the Junior Branch and this was achieved by the
efforts of all Clubs and Officers working together for
the benefit of the children.

This Season saw many changes take place in the Junior
Activities with the introduction of the SurfEd, Age
Managers Course, S Badges, Timed Swims and
Proficiency Tests for all junior activities. While some of
these activities are good for the children, we should
never lose sight of the fact that the Junior activity years
for the children are for enjoyment and education for them
to become Life Savers of the future.

We conducted two selection trials to allow the selectors
the opportunity to see the children in action before the
Interbranch team was selected and named after the
second trial. It is never an easy job selecting a team
and the selectors were criticised by some Clubs. The
Executive took on board some suggestions from Clubs
and have come up with a new set of guidelines for next
Season.

It was pleasing to be in attendance at Redhead to
witness the excellent attitude and behaviour of every
member of the Interbranch team. We have improved
on last year’s performance, coming third overall this year
and having Krystal Smith selected in the New South
Wales Team.
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The Annual Development Camp was held at North
Cronulla and | would like to thank North Cronulla
President, David Cotter and his Club Committee and
members for allowing us the use of their premises. |
must again extend my thanks to all those who assisted.
Offshore 2 showed the children over the boat, Graham
Cache took them for a ride in the Surf Boat on the
Sunday, James Sears undertook the IRB component
of the camp. The North Cronulla Junior Chairman, John
Keys, was on hand and allowed us the use of the Junior
Club facilities.

The Junior Branch conducted four carnivals before our
Branch Championships and | would like to congratulate
all the Clubs who hosted these events and,
congratulations to all Clubs who participated in them.

The Junior Branch Championships were hosted by
North Bondi this Season and | would like to thank the
other Clubs in the decisions this Season, we enforced
a cut off time of 4.00 pm on the Carnival. With the
assistance of the Clubs and the Officials we were able
to meet this time and complete all events on the day.

I will not be standing for re-election as Chairman as |
believe it is time for a change. | would like to take this
opportunity to express my thanks to those people who
have assisted me over the 19 years | have been involved
with the Committee of Sydney Branch Junior Activities.
| will not name everyone, as | would not like to miss
anyone, but | must make special mention of a few
people, Kevin Walker, lan Goode, David Mullinger, Alan
Powell, Bruce Breadner and Wal McNamarra.

I would like to express sincere thanks to our senior body
under the leadership of Peter Pearce, you have been a
tower of strength to the Juniors, always supporting us
when the need arises. To my two mates Bill Singleton
and Bill Gray, | thank you for your support and your
mateship which will always be respected by me.

To my fellow Executive, thank you for your assistance
during the current Season and | would like to pay Tribute
to David Mullinger who has indicated that he is not
seeking re-election as Superintendent for next Season.
Dave has been a dedicated part of Sydney Branch
Juniors over many years. Deputy Chairperson, Patricia
Garlick has been a great back-stop for me this season,
when | needed Pat to attend meetings or functions she
has been only too happy to fill in. | know you will get the
support and backing from the Clubs next Season and
enjoy your time as Chairperson of the Branch
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